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Scripture Readings

Brethren, to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift. Therefore
He says: “When He ascended on high, He led captivity captive, and gave gifts to men.” (Now this,
“He ascended” — what does it mean but that He also first descended into the lower parts of the
earth? He who descended is also the One who ascended far above all the heavens, that He might
fill all things.) And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and
some pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the
edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the
Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.

At that time, when Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, He departed to Galilee. And
leaving Nazareth, He came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the regions of
Zebulun and Naphtali, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying:
“The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, by the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee
of the Gentiles: The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and upon those who sat in
the region and shadow of death Light has dawned.” From that time Jesus began to preach and to
say, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

Saint of the Day: Venerable Theodosius the Great, the Cenobiarch

Saint Theodosius the Great lived in the fifth and sixth centuries and is remembered as the
founder of cenobitic monasticism. He was born in Cappadocia to devout parents and from an
early age served the Church as a reader and singer, using his gifts with zeal and humility. Even
in his youth, he prayed fervently that God would guide him on the path of salvation and show
him how to offer his life fully to Christ. While still young, Theodosius traveled to the Holy Land,
where he met Saint Simeon the Stylite. The holy elder blessed him and foretold that Theodosius
would one day shepherd many souls. Desiring a life of solitude, Theodosius settled in a desolate
cave in Palestine, which Tradition holds was once used by the Magi after they came to worship
the newborn Christ. There he lived for thirty years in strict asceticism, unceasing prayer, and
deep communion with God.

In time, others were drawn to his holiness and sought to live under his guidance. When the cave
could no longer contain the growing brotherhood, Theodosius prayed that God would reveal a
new place for them. Carrying a censer with cold charcoal and incense, he walked into the desert
until, by God’s sign, the charcoal ignited and the incense smoke rose. There he established the
first cenobitic monastery, later known as the Lavra of Saint Theodosius. The monastery
flourished, eventually housing hundreds of monks and becoming renowned throughout the
region. The Lavra was not only a place of prayer, but also of mercy. Following the saint’s
instruction, it fed the poor, sheltered travelers, cared for the sick, and welcomed the dying.
During times of famine, Saint Theodosius opened the monastery to all in need, and through his
prayers the storehouses were miraculously filled. He also ensured that the services were
accessible to people from many lands, arranging worship in several languages while gathering
all together for the Holy Mysteries.

Saint Theodosius was also a fearless defender of Orthodox teaching. During a time of imperial
support for heresy, he publicly proclaimed fidelity to the Ecumenical Councils, even suffering
imprisonment for his bold confession. God later restored him to freedom, and he continued his
pastoral and miracle working ministry until his peaceful repose at the age of 105. His body was
laid to rest in the cave where his ascetic life had begun, a fitting end to a life wholly given to God.

AFTERFEAST OF THEOPHANY

THEODOSIUS THE GREAT

Birthdays, Names Day,
& Anniversaries

1st - Andrew Rigato

2nd - Lena Holley

5th - Ally Rigato

5th - Gabriel Savasir

6th - Anna Cartwright

7th - Kalvin Guyer (Name’s Day)

13th - Charlie Boor

17th - Jim Holley

17th - Anthony Ally (Name’s Day)

19th - Tahir (Markos) Savasir (Name’s Day)
20th - Litsa Osburn

23rd - Matthew Somich

26th - Jesse Edens

28th - Charis Ally (Name’s Day)

29th - Dn. Vassily Kocher (Ordination)
29th - Victor Torres

29th - Kalvin Guyer

30th - Kamaka Leger

SCHEDULE

January 13th - Tuesday
Firepit Ask Me Anything with Molieben (6:00 PM)

January 15th - Thursday
Coffee Chat at Paddles (401 N Laurel St, Springfield, GA 31329) (10:00 AM)

January 17th - Saturday
Hall, Kitchen Clean Up and Setup for the Bishop’s Visit (10 AM)
Great Vespers at St. James (9 Tekoa Ln, Beaufort, SC 29902) (3:30 PM)

January 18th - Sunday

Hours (9:00 AM)

Hierarchal Divine Liturgy (9:30 AM)
Coffee Hour (After Liturgy)

WISDOM

“What is our attitude as Christians [toward] those who are the enemies of
Christ, who hate him, reject him, and [toward] those who are Godless, not only
because they have not yet met God, but because they have met a caricature of
God, whom we have presented them with in the name of God Himself? We must
realize that we stand before the judgment of those who reject God because of
us, and that Christ is not alien to them, and they are not outside Him... There

is a mystery of salvation far beyond the Church, far beyond our experience, far
beyond our understanding.”

- Metropolitan Anthony Bloom (“God and Man”)

WEEKLY JOKES

Why is Orthodoxy called the most disorganized, organized faith on the planet?
The Bible is written in Greek and God speaks Russian.

Been practicing for the upcoming flamingo impersonator contest. Just trying
to get a leg up on the competition.

I’m currently reading a book on DIY house construction by Bill Jerome Holmes.



IT IS GOOD TO BE HERE!

Monthly Parish Financial Report (As of Janaury 10th, 2026):

“Every good and perfect gift is from above...Your own of Your

p 3 Extra Expenses or Kitchen Needs:
own, we offer unto You.

Please help support our fellowship hall by donating needed items. We
will be sharing a clear list of current needs going forward. If you bring
January 2026 Goal: TBA Once the Budget is finalized. something, please let Fr. Stephen or Suzanne Upchurch know.
January 2026 Collections: $7,383
2025 Year to Date: $145,625
December 2025 Collections: $17,537

2026 Calendars - $500 (These are free but we are asking a suggested
$10 donation to cover this cost.)

Coffee Cups - Donation Needed

Coffee KCups - Donation Needed

We are still working out the budget for 2026 but many have
Bishop Visit Costs - $1000

faithfully donated. Please continue to do so and if you have not
yet sent in your pledge form, please do. Thank you for your
continued faithfulness and support. Full copy of our finances are Donate Secure]y Online:

available here: https://savannahorthodox.com/reports/
https://savannahorthodox.com/help-us-grow/
.|

Weekly Church Clean-up (Please sign up): https://savannahorthodox.com/keeping-our-community-clean/

Maintenance Items and Projects (Please see Tom before signing up):

https://savannahorthodox.com/maintenance-and-projects/
Coffee Hour: https://savannahorthodox.com/coffee-hour/ or see Mat. Lindsey to sign up.

Kids Church School: Sunday after Coffee Hour. See Jeanie with questions if your child is not enrolled.

Weekly Bible Studies: Sundays (~11:45 AM). All classes recorded and on all major podcast platforms. Catechumens are
encouraged to attend the Sunday Class.

Coffee Chat: Every THURSDAY - 10 AM Paddles - 401 N Laurel St, Springfield, GA 31329.
Saturday Night Questing (Next Session January 24th): See David Reynolds (Cell: 706-224-2721) to learn more.

St. Gabriel Fitness Club: Join us by the Church Hall every Saturday at 3:45 PM. See Nate Hall (Cell: 912-339-3540) to
learn more.

House blessings have started and will take place through February 23th (the beginning of Great Lent). Any household
may have their home blessed and this is especially important for catechumens to experience. Sign ups will be available
via SignUpGenius: https://savannahorthodox.com/house-blessing/ as well as on a paper sign up sheet in the Narthex,
after which I will reach out to schedule a time. I will bring everything needed, but please have a list of the living and
departed you would like prayed for prepared. If you would like to share a meal or invite my wife and daughter to join,
you are welcome to note that, though it is not required. Also, please do not hesitate to sign up if you feel your home is
messy. I understand completely and will never judge anyone for that. I don’t mind traveling either. The key is to bless
the home so that God can bless and make our lives whole. Read the article below to learn more.

Our Wednesday evening class is moving to Tuesday nights and taking a new, more relaxed format. We will begin at the
church with a short prayer service, then head out to the firepit for Ask the Priest Anything, an open and conversational
time to ask questions about theology, the Church, Scripture, or the spiritual life. The discussion will be recorded for
those who cannot attend. Please bring a lawn chair and your favorite drink to share. All are welcome and no question
is off limits.

Please join us next Saturday, January 17th at 10:00 AM as we prepare the church for the visit of His Grace, Bishop
Gerasim. We will be cleaning the kitchen and hall and setting everything in order to welcome him well. Any help is
appreciated. Many needs are already covered, but we are still looking for a few items for the visit: a fruit plate/salad,
a few desserts, condiments, outdoor trash cans, and propane heaters to borrow. If you can help or have questions,
please contact Kristin by phone or text at 704-593-8100. Thank you all for your generosity and willingness to serve.

To accommodate for the bishop’s visit and give us the needed time to work on our 2026 budget as well as a few other
things, our monthly Parish Council meeting will be the 25th and our Annual Parish Meeting will be held on February
1st. All members of the parish are encouraged to attend the annual meeting, including catechumens, even though
voting is limited to Orthodox members in Good Standing. We need to nominate a new warden as Mark Guyer’s term
will be ending. If you know someone who you’d like to nominate, please speak with me about it.

As we prepare this year’s budget, please remember that a pledge is not a fixed tithe but a prayerful intention. If
circumstances change, give what you can and trust God. If you are later able to give more, glory to God. Our 2026
pledge forms are past due. We have received 26 pledges totaling $114,555. To reach our estimated parish goal for 2026,
we still need about $55,000. If you have not yet submitted your form, please do so this week so we can finalize our
planning. You may email it to me: frsteve@savannahorthodox.com. Thank you for your prayerful support.

Latest Parish Reflections:

What to Do When a Bishop Comes to Visit:
https://savannahorthodox.com/what-to-do-when-a-bishop-comes-to-visit

Why Orthodox Christians Bless Their Homes:
https://savannahorthodox.com/why-orthodox-christians-bless-their-homes/

702-521-6988 / frsteve@savannahorthodox.com

Ask Yourself This Daily:

Have you brought someone NEW this month
or reached out to someone to come back?

Have you gone to Great Vespers at least once
this month?

Are you giving your first offering to
God/tithing regularly?

Departed

Nancy, Mark, Edward, Sam, Dorthy, Michael,
Panteleimon, and all children killed through the
evil act of abortion.

Living

Clergy: Abp. Melchisedek, Abp. Benjamin,
Abp. Nathaniel, Abp. Alexander, Met. Isaiah,
Fr. Matthew, Fr. Michael, Dn. Vassily

Community: Mother Cassiana, Tammy, Litsa,
child Lilliana, Carl, Olga, Rita, child Ciana Rose,
Jamie, Ray, Alexandra, Issac, Sandy, Donald,
Cole, Joseph, Catherine Ann, Katherine, Jeff,
David, Andrew, Polly, Ann, George, Doug,
David, Katie, Kerri, David, Lilly, Haley, Sean,
William, Mary Ann, Vicki, Kati, Tonya, Patricia,
Tina, James, Bill, Lansen, Helen, Nicholas,
Irena, Pina, Andre, child Oliver, Laurie, Akira,
Vic, Jodi, Charlee, Owen, Wendy, Kameron,
Karen, Melody, Debra, Johanna, Vickie, Kathy,
Michael, Alana, infant Kalea, Bobby, Costa,
Luke, James, Terry, Robin, Shawn, Debbie,
Leigh, Robert, JaLeigh, Johnny, Cindy, David,
Sara, Emily, James, Eddie, Linda, newborn
Gabriel and his mother Savannah, Ryan

Expecting Mothers: Mat. Lindsey, Emma,
Hailey, Akira

Military and First Responders: Rdr. Alex, Van,
Nick, Tyler, Shannon, Landan, Austin, Chad,
Vladimir, Andrew, Justin, Mark, Tammy, Nika,
Laila, Josh, Kamaka (Olga), Lia

Catechumens: Dusty, Evan, Nicole, Winry,
Jeremiah, Dakota, Bridgette, Theodore, Zach,
Asher, Audra, Victor, Charlie, Ethan, Nathan,
Cullen, Kwasi, Saiah, James, Eliana, Austin,
Kasey, Bently, Raelynn, Emma, Oakleigh, Tyler,
Joseph, Chastity, Landan, Jesse, Nick, Melissa,
Astrid, Freyja, Evan, Caleb, Devin, Kaden, Leo,
Tyler, Shannon, Mark, Bronson, Emerson,
Halston, Lily, Andrew, Evan, David, Eric, Lia,
Wyatt, Renata

Prisoners: Stefan, Daron (Basil), Mark

Orthodox Missions: St. James (Beaufort), St. Basil
(Marietta), St. John the Merciful (Kissimmee), St.
Anthony (Rock Hill), Holy Resurrection (North
Augusta), Annunciation (Jacksonville), St. John the
Baptist (Colorado Springs), Ss. Mary and Martha
Monastery (Wagner) and all missions and
monasteries throughout the Diocese of the South
and USA.

And for all of those who are suffering in our
community and in the world who are in need of
prayers.

Orthodox Did You Know?

Some Orthodox Christians celebrate Christmas on
different civil dates, not because the feast is different,
but because of the calendar used. Parishes on the New
Calendar (like ours) celebrate the Nativity on December
25, while those on the Old Julian Calendar celebrate the
same feast 13 days later, on January 7. The faith and

the feast are the same. Even the rubrics say that it is
December 25 on January 7. Only the calendar marking
the date differs.

912-756-5178

SavannahOrthodox.com | https://savannahorthodox.com/review/ | Facebook.com/SavannahOrthodoxChurch/ | Instagram.com/SavannahOrthodox



